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Hello Families,

This week closes the first half of the school year. It is hard to believe that we
have reached the halfway point!  As we look ahead, I am optimistic that we will
find smoother waters to navigate between now and June. Our students, families,
and staff have done a tremendous job learning how to “do school” in an unusual
way.

The first days of school were a celebration of the hard work our school staff,
families, and students accomplished in anticipation of returning to school.
Despite the continuing challenges of the pandemic, we have kept our buildings
safe and open for student learning.

Students participated in fall-time activities that included pumpkin patches and
drive-through trick-or-treating. The holidays included food and clothing drives,
holiday music, and hot cocoa celebrations.

The December 11 open house at Stanwood HS and the Church Creek Campus
was a special day for our community to celebrate these amazing buildings they
created with their support of the 2017 bond issue.

The process of creating our five-year Strategic Plan is well underway as
students, staff, families, and community members have been surveyed and have
been meeting regularly to share their vision for the district. Please join us from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. February 8 (focus on elementary) and February 10 (focus on
secondary) for virtual community forums on the Strategic Plan.

I truly look forward to what late winter and spring bring for us as a community!

New Guidance from OSPI and Department of Health

https://www.stanwood.wednet.edu/about_us/strategic_plan_21___22


Since our last update (January 25), the Washington State Department of Health
(DOH) has issued additional guidance and reiteration of contact tracing in K-12
schools. This guide and FAQ are available HERE. School districts receive
training on these updates soon after they are released. There are two areas that
I wanted to highlight from this update.

Updated Requirements of Testing Student-Athletes
Effective immediately: To support in-person learning and to maximize limited
COVID testing supplies for symptomatic students and staff as well as close
contacts participating in Test-to-Stay or returning from quarantine, DOH is
changing the testing frequency for high-contact sports.

Schools/districts will now be required to:
● Test athletes in high-contact sports the day of competition only and

exclude those who test positive. Testing of asymptomatic athletes three
times a week is no longer required. By way of reminder, a student-athlete
does not need to test if they have tested positive and recovered from
COVID in the last 90 days.

● Ensure universal masking of all athletes during all practices/training for
these high-risk sports.

Coaches, trainers, and staff will not be required to be tested but MUST wear
masks in all practices/training AND competitions.

Testing Center at Stanwood High School
We continue to have enough supplies to test students, staff, and their families on
a walk-up basis in the lobby of the SHS Performing Arts Center. This testing
site is not open to the general public. The testing center hours are now:

● 7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
● 8:45 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Wednesday
● 2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday

Board Briefing

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/820-230-ContactTracingGuideFAQSchools.pdf


This summary is published after each regular School Board meeting. Here is the
Board Briefing for the January 18 meeting. The next regular Board meeting will
be held at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 1, in the Board Room at the district
office.

Have you voted yet?
Ballots have been mailed for the Replacement Capital Projects and Technology
Levy. Please remember to vote by February 8. Ballots may be returned by mail
postage-free or placed in the drop boxes located near the Stanwood Library,
9701 271st St. NW and on Camano Island at 121 N. East Camano Drive. For
more information on the levy, please visit our website.

Respectfully,
Deborah Rumbaugh, Ed.D.
Superintendent

https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_588437/File/1.18.22%20Board%20Briefing%20Newsletter-2.pdf
https://www.stanwood.wednet.edu/departments/fiscal_services/levy

